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SYRIAN-RGYPTIAR URION
(Short forwm)

1. Petails of union are far from settled, except that Emsir will e

boss. Reactions among Arab states vary widely.

I¥. In Byria, public reaction to last Saturday's declaration was rlew,
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v

C.

Byrian businesswen apprehensive over itke effect of unioa.

1., Neavy demand on foreign exchange developed. Despite jovt
efforts 8yrian pound has dropped 10%.

Labor circles decidedly unenthusinstic over prospect of

emigration of "willions" of Egyptian peasants to Syria,

These fears way genersts trouble over the long-term; 2t

present they are just mutterings.

IIX. Egyptian officials have not expressed any great enthusiasm, a’though

press continues to push union,.
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Schedule for implemsntation of the unten ix:
iwﬂ‘i,\ We.&:%utwt’) ~\Q‘.v
1. On 5 Feb M&titutma; Quertli nw.natacp
Fasir ss president with abeolute power for indefinite pericd.
2. ©On 21 Yeb plebimoite for approval of prestident and corwtitu-
tion;_ present parlisments to be dissolved and replaced by s
Kasir-appointed parlisment. Syrian representation to Le

one~-half, MNasir will appoint axecutive councils ior Egypt-

aad Syrian which will be separste m&n.
Cairo press states union will invite other Arab states to Join,
eithor in complete unity or as a part of a federal union.
Egyptians, too, are beset by sconomic worries. Officials balieve
that Egyptian economy too shaky to join union.
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I¥. Other Arab states:

A, Jordaan snd Saudi Arabia:

1., Eussayn fears Egypt and Syria will launch campaign to Jave
Jordan and Lebanon join unien. HBs hopes for meeting with
kings of Irag and Saudi Arabisa, but the prospects are iim,
Bussayn also wants Iraq to withdraw from Baghdad Pact in
order to facilitate Saud's joingng confederation.

2. King Sand opposes unien but cautioans sgainst action by the
thres kings which would subject them to sttmh(;\;pma%s
of Arab uaity,

. Imeg bas decided to withdraw its smbassadors from Egypt and
srru.mumﬂmmwmwm&a:m.
Rusaayn may follew Irag's example, However, Iragi fpreign
minister has intimated Irag could aot afford teo be the only
Aradb state, sxcept Jordan, which failed to recognize the uaioa.
Be iz also saxions to know what the U8 position will be.

C. Lebanese Christians fear an end to balance between Christians
snd Nuslims as the Muslim wmejority falls under spell of Aralb
unity, |
1. Chamoun ha= requested written confirmation from Britsin of

previous assuramces of support for Lebsanon, ‘

P. In Euweit, gala eslebrations, drummed up by Egyptians, advocating
Kuwaiti adherence to uniea,

E. Yewmen's crown Prince Bedr has arrived in Cairo. BHe intends: to

Y.
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